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Welcome to Palm Springs—Or Warmest Greetings Wherever You Are! 
It’s here! Citygate Network’s 2019 Annual Conference officially started today, with the event’s 
first general session beginning at 5:30 p.m. PDT. Activities run through Thursday, June 6. If you 
are one of the nearly 1,000 people attending, then please accept our hearty and heartfelt 
“Welcome!”  
 
The event features five powerful general sessions, more than 70 seminars and workshops, 75 
businesses and ministries in the Exhibit Hall, multiple networking opportunities, times for 
spiritual focus, and plenty of warm desert weather (today’s forecast high: 99 degrees). If you 
were unable to attend this year, you can still check out all the events 
at www.citygatenetwork.org/2019conference. 
 
 
Participants Experience Skid Row at Pre-Conference Excursion 
More than 100 mission and ministry leaders representing 46 Citygate Network member 
organizations in the U.S. and Canada spent Saturday and Sunday in what is commonly known as 
North America’s most deplorable and dicey neighborhood: L.A.’s Skid Row. They were observing 
the disease-ridden and dangerous conditions that exist there, plus touring and learning at the Los 
Angeles Mission and Union Rescue Mission, two of the most prominent service providers in the 
city, where thousands of homeless people—many mentally ill and/or addicted—literally live 
outside their front doors. This two-day excursion was an optional event connected to Citygate 
Network’s Annual Conference and Exposition in Palm Springs. 
 
Participants walked the streets and went behind the scenes at both missions, taking in mini-
seminars held at various locations throughout these two large facilities. Even the most 
experienced and streetwise urban ministry leaders in the group were shocked and appalled by 
the conditions on Skid Row. One stated, “I’ve been to several third-world countries where 
poverty and crime are off the charts, but they were nothing compared to what I saw this 
weekend.”  
 
Los Angeles Mission and Union Rescue Mission were gracious hosts to their colleagues from far 
and wide. Check out some photos of the event below. 



 

 



 

Symposium Provides Unusual Connection Between Government and Faith Community 
Just prior to the start of Citygate Network’s conference in Palm Springs today, a collaborative 
symposium will be held with the Special Needs and Assistance Programs (SNAPS) group from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). Those gathering from local 
Continuums of Care and their rescue mission counterparts will be looking at collaborative 
initiatives that could be undertaken to help solve the West Coast’s exploding unsheltered 
homelessness problem. Continuum of Care leaders representing cities from Seattle to San Diego 
will be in attendance. This meeting represents an unusual and much-needed coming together of 
government and the faith community to try and solve one of society’s most pressing problems.  
 
 
Summer and Fall Events Just Around the Corner 
Okay, so you should enjoy your summer first. But looking ahead…the dates are set for Citygate 
Network’s CEO Summit, which will be held in Indianapolis, Indiana, August 27–29. CEOs, be sure 
to block out this important time on your calendar. 
 
In addition, dates and locations are all set for district conferences this fall. In fact, registration is 
now available for three of the events (Rawhide, Great Lakes, and Liberty Districts). Please 
visit www.citygatenetwork.org, and click on the Events link at the top of the page. 

  

 
 

Teen Experiencing Homelessness Becomes Valedictorian 
A homeless teen living in a campsite became his school's valedictorian and has $3 million in 
scholarships. According to an interview with Fox13, Tupac Mosley's father had recently passed 
away, leaving his family unable to pay the bills. They were evicted from their home in February, 
and have been living in a cabin run by For the Kingdom, a nonprofit that provides campgrounds 
for teens and children in Memphis. Despite moving from house to house before finding the 
nonprofit, Mosley graduated at the top of his class. During his speech as Raleigh Egypt High 
School's valedictorian, he said, "Never let your current situation, whatever circumstances you're 
going through, be a mountain that you can't climb." Mosley said his family would soon move to a 
permanent home. In the fall, Mosley will be attending Tennessee State University, where he 
plans to major in electrical engineering. 
 
Seven Patients at New Ohio Hospital Diagnosed with Legionnaires’ 
A newly opened hospital where seven patients have been diagnosed with potentially fatal 
Legionnaires’ disease has been ordered by Ohio’s health authority to immediately flush and 
disinfect its water lines and take other steps to protect the public’s health. According to 
a report by Fox8, Department of Health Director Amy Acton in a statement said the cluster of 
cases at Mount Carmel Grove City outside Columbus was identified Friday. The first patient 
diagnosed with Legionnaires’, a severe form of pneumonia, was admitted April 29, a day after the 
hospital opened. 
 
HUD Earmarks $43 Million for Housing Counseling Agencies 



The Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has set aside $43 million to fund 
grants for hundreds of housing counseling organizations, the agency announced last week. 
According to an article by Housing Wire, the grants will be used to help HUD-approved agencies 
counsel consumers on things like buying a first home, finding affordable rental housing, obtaining 
a reverse mortgage, or avoiding foreclosure of eviction. On top of the $43 million, HUD 
announced it will award an additional $2.5 million to support basic and specialized training for 
housing counselors. Every year, HUD awards funds to support housing counseling. Last year, the 
agency earmarked $47 million for this purpose, while in 2017 agencies received $50 million and 
in 2016 they were granted $42 million. 

   

 
 
 
Instagram Stories Add a Donate Feature 
After months of speculation, the new Instagram Stories "Donate" button is here. So how should 
nonprofits approach this new functionality? By now, given the continuing surge in popularity of 
the Stories format, your nonprofit should at least be proficient in how to create its own 
Instagram Story. Instagram Highlights allows you to semi-permanently 'pin' your best Stories 
content to the top of your Instagram profile. Perhaps more importantly, though, is your 
nonprofit's ability to have others create an Instagram Story on your behalf. According 
to Classy.org, 87 percent of both Millennials and Gen-X are receptive to the idea of peer-to-peer 
fundraising, and the donate sticker introduces that integration into where your audience, 
statistically, spends much of its time. 
 
Study Finds Breaking Cycle of Poverty Could Start in Preschool 
New research from one of the country’s leading experts in childhood development shows high-
quality educational interventions in a child’s first few years of life can result in lasting economic, 
health and social benefits that extend beyond a single generation. In 2010, James Heckman, a 
Nobel Laureate with the University of Chicago’s Center for the Economics of Human 
Development, analyzed the success of the Perry Preschool Project from an economic standpoint. 
According to an article by WTOP, Heckman’s research found that the 1962–1967 program, 
which provided high-quality preschool and home visits to at-risk 3- and 4-year-olds in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, had a 7 to 10 percent per year return on investment. More children enrolled in the 
early intervention program graduated from high school and had higher incomes later in life, 
compared to those in the control group. Plus those exposed to the preschool curriculum and 
home visits had fewer arrests by age 40, compared to their peers—all of which resulted in 
reduced remedial education, and health and criminal justice system expenditures. 
 
Self-Esteem Could Be Key to Success for Homeless Youth 
Service providers for youth experiencing homelessness typically focus on the big three: food, 
shelter and health care. But a new study from Portland State University Community Psychology 
graduate student Katricia Stewart shows overall well-being is just as important. According to 
a report by Medical Xpress, Stewart argues that focusing only on food, shelter, and health care 
above all else isn't the best way to serve youth experiencing homelessness. "While those 
fundamentals are important, so are opportunities for youth to cultivate community, develop 
supportive relationships, and engage in meaningful hobbies," she said. Stewart studied 
components of well-being—including self-esteem, mental health, sense of community, and 



empowerment—and which factors made a difference in the day-to-day lives of homeless youth. 
While all the factors are important, Stewart said self-esteem and mental health stood out as the 
primary predictors of psychological well-being. 

  

 

Advancement Assistant/Communications Coordinator: Kalamazoo Gospel Mission, Kalmazoo, MI 

Assistant Executive Director:Sunshine Rescue Mission, Inc., Flagstaff, AZ 

Breakfast Cook: Seattle's Union Gospel Mission, Seattle, WA 

Care Support Specialist: Light of Life Ministries, Inc., Pittsburgh, PA 
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Faithful Obedience 

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And 
he said, “Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at 
the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has seen in a 
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” But 
Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your 
saints at Jerusalem. And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your 
name" (Acts 9:10–14 ESV). 
 

Have you ever been afraid to do something God is asking you to do? 
 
Saul was known for being a man who persecuted and even killed Christians. Ananias was a 
Christian. And here, God is about to change the heart of Saul, an evil man who hated God. He is 



about to heal him of his blindness and use him to reach many, many people for the Lord. But 
first, Ananias must obey God and have faith that God knows what He is doing. 
 
You can imagine the fear Ananias must have felt to obey God and approach Saul. He must have 
heard countless stories of horrendous things Saul had done to Christians in the region. But still, 
he obeyed. And thank goodness he did! 
 
Because of Ananias’ obedience, God gave Saul back his sight and changed his heart. Saul went on 
to become a major Christian force and in turn, wrote much of the New Testament. 
 
What is God calling you to do? 
 
It might be to pray with a co-worker or to invite someone into your home for a meal. Maybe it is 
to call up an enemy and make amends. Or it could be an infinite number of other acts of 
obedience that God asks you to do. We never know how someone’s life can change because of 
our obedience to God. 
 
When we have faith like Ananias, God can use us to accomplish unimaginable things! 

 
Devotional used with permission of Daily Devotionals, shortdailydevotions.com.   

To contribute: If you would like to write a devotional thought for StreetLight, please make it about 200 words and 
include at least one Bible verse or passage, and submit via email. 
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Citygate Network is a nonprofit organization committed to furthering missions and kindred 
ministries. Citygate Network provides limited space in "Market Street" for advertising 
opportunities, services, and products to advance the cause of rescue missions. Citygate Network 
is not responsible for the claims made by its advertisers and reserves the right to select or reject 
any advertising, in the sole discretion of Citygate Network, for any or no reason. 

PRIVACY: Protecting your privacy is very important to us at Citygate Network. We will not rent, sell, or 
exchange your e-mail address with a third party for any purpose. 

All Scripture quotations taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION, unless 
otherwise noted. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of 
Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

Street Smart is sent to you as a member service of Citygate Network, and is published on the 1st and 
15th of each month (unless those dates fall on a weekend or holiday). The content does not necessarily 
represent the views of or imply endorsement by Citygate Network. To submit items for publication, 
email editor@citygatenetwork.org. To unsubscribe, email unsubscribe@citygatenetwork.org. 

  

 


