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General Session with Secretary Carson a Convention Highlight 
Yesterday, at AGRM’s 2018 Annual Convention in Milwaukee, U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development Ben Carson was a huge hit with the capacity crowd. He talked about how the social 
fabric of the United States cannot be mended unless we first repair the spiritual threads of the 
nation. He thanked mission people for what they do every day. Following his remarks, he was then 
interviewed by AGRM President John Ashmen in a sit-down, talk-show setting. To everyone’s 
delight, the dialogue was informal, insightful, and funny, winning the hearts of all in attendance. 
 
Convention Wraps Up in Milwaukee Today 
Today’s very full tour of Milwaukee Rescue Mission wraps up AGRM’s 2018 Annual Convention. 
Prior to that—at the event’s final general session—the big drawing for a Harley-Davidson XLH 1200 
is taking place. 

This year’s event included a jam-packed schedule. Some highlights: 

• A Night in H.O.G. Heaven—dinner and tour of the Harley-Davidson Museum. 
• A very full and fun Exhibit Hall. 
• Abundant educational opportunities: Beyond the regular track seminars, participants could 

also dig in deep with four Walk in Wisdom Workshops, take a basic five-session counseling 
course, and participate in Hot Topic discussions on five subjects our member services 
department gets asked about most. 

• All of the lively music, engaging videos, and fun networking that happen at general sessions. 
Good discussion and spirit of unity about AGRM’s new brand, Citygate Network. 

And congratulations to Jeremy Dawsey-Richardson from San Diego Rescue Mission (San Diego, 
California) who won the Harley giveaway! 



 
Finally, not that you can start planning now to attend Citygate Network’s 2019 Annual Convention—
at least get the dates on your calendar! It will be held June 3–6 at the Palm Springs Convention 
Center. 
 
 
Our National Health Insurance Program Is Up and Running 
Citygate Network Benefits Program has launched! The program—which offers both PPO and HSA 
plans, dental plans, vision plans, life insurance, and white-glove benefit-management services for 
missions—was introduced at the annual convention. So far, the program design has received rave 
reviews, and many missions have taken the first step to join the program.  
 
Getting started is easy; simply go to www.CitygateBenefits.com and click “Join Now.” While this 
action commits your mission to nothing, it will enable us to provide you with the next steps in the 
process. 
 
The commitment deadline is August 1 of this year, with open enrollment kicking off in late October or 
early November. The program will take effect January 1, 2019. For missions in the middle of their 
employee health insurance year, you can still participate. 
 
Plan details, costs, a benefits guide, information about our benefits administration technology and 
customer service center, plus much more can be found at www.CitygateBenefits.com. For specific 
answers not found on the site, email your question to Citygate@EnterpriseRiskStrategies.com. 
 
 
Rebranding Steps Continue; Citygate Network Goes Live August 1 
We hope you saw the reveal video about the association’s new brand, Citygate Network. If not, you 
can view it here. President John Ashmen and Board Chair Bill Mollard noted three important things 
that the process of rebranding has shown us: 

1. We have a tremendous heritage. As we move forward from here, we will do nothing to erode 
our legacy. In fact, we will honor it because history is one of our corporate values. 

2. There has been a lot of thought and prayer in this process. We’re so happy to have had so 
many people processing the project intently and seeking God’s direction all along the way—
for more than a year. 

3. We had a lot of fun doing this. There has been joy in the journey, and we are convinced that 
some of the greatest joy is still ahead as we embrace even greater opportunities. 

Next steps: Changing your name is a big process. We’ll be changing the name of the magazine to 
reflect who we are as a network; many other materials need to be reprinted; we’ll launch a new 
website; we’ll provide new member logos that our members can use on their websites and 
elsewhere; and much more. 
 

 
 
Many Drugs Increase Risk of Depression and Suicide 
The recent suicides of celebrities Anthony Bourdain and Kate Spade have prompted many of us to 
look more closely at what may drive people to depression or to end their own lives. One risk factor 



that has gotten very little attention in the discussion is the medications people take. 
 
More than a third of American adults are using medications that have the potential to increase their 
risk of depression, a study published this week in JAMA and reported on Vox.com finds, and nearly 
a quarter use medications that have suicidal symptoms as side effects. 
 
The 203 drugs the researchers identified include some of the most commonly prescribed 
medications, such as birth control, beta blockers for high blood pressure, and proton pump inhibitors 
for acid reflux.  
 
People using these drugs had an elevated risk of depression compared to the general population; 
and the more medications with depression as a side effect people took, the more their risk 
increased. Since depression affects more than one in 20 adults in the U.S. every year, and suicide 
rates have been steadily climbing here for years, these new findings are an important reminder that 
the drugs a person takes for one health condition may be making them sick in other ways. 
 
 
Summer Surge in Homelessness 
Each summer, shelters in the Cincinnati region see an increase in the number of families 
experiencing homelessness. The increase is so predictable that it has a name—the summer surge. 
And this year, the surge appears to be worse than ever, according to a report on WCPO Cincinnati. 
 
Bethany House Services is an organization that helps homeless and at-risk families. For the first 
time in its 35-year history, the organization recently had to turn away homeless families because it 
was filled so far beyond its capacity. They are working to open a fifth shelter for the summer. 
 
“Family homelessness is a community problem, and while Bethany House has been here for 35 
years to help solve the problem, this summer we need the community’s help,” the executive director 
said. “We’re really asking for the community to help us get all of these families off the streets and 
back into stable housing.” 
 
 
Food Banks Can Lead to Better Communities 
About half of college students are “food insecure,” and food insecurity is strongly linked to lower 
graduation rates. To address this problem, Western Washington University’s Associated Students 
established the WWU Food Pantry to increase the health and success of its students. “Many 
students pay all their bills, get to the end of the month and haven’t had their pay day yet, and are 
then faced with eating Top Ramen and bread,” says one WWU administrator. 
 
Along with making sure students aren’t too hungry to study, the university suggests that food banks 
contribute to the health and success of the economy and community at large, according to 
an article in the Seattle Times. The university’s Center for Economic and Business Research studied 
the economic importance of food banks on the communities they serve, from the direct-spending 
impacts of the food distribution, to the ripple factors on local employment and sales, to the food 
bank’s impact on vital community statistics around crime and health. 
 
Researchers determined that by transferring food to households in need, those households were 
then free to spend a high percentage of their normal weekly food budget on other important items, 
such as housing, transportation, apparel, or other goods and services. 
 
The data from this research also shows a clear pattern of food bank operations dropping existing 
crime figures, generating substantial cost savings for law enforcement, courts, and incarceration 
facilities, as well as potential positive impacts on social services. 



 
 

 
 
Unemployment Rate Reaches an 18-Year Low 
For the first time on record, the number of job openings in the United States exceeds the number of 
unemployed Americans—a trend that may soon give workers more leverage to demand pay raises, 
Fox News reports.  With employers struggling to fill openings, the number of available jobs in April 
rose 1 percent to 6.7 million from 6.6 million in March, the Labor Department said. That’s the most 
since records began in December 2000. 
 
The unemployment rate has reached an 18-year low of 3.8 percent. Employers have added jobs for 
a record 92 straight months, and the abundance of openings suggests that hiring will continue and 
that the unemployment rate will fall even further. Not since December 1969, when the rate was 3.5 
percent, has unemployment been lower than it is now. 
 
In addition, analysts expect faster consumer spending to help accelerate growth to roughly a 3.5 
percent annual rate this quarter. In July 2009, just as the Great Recession was officially ending, 
there were, on average, 6.7 unemployed people for each job. Now, that figure has fallen to just 0.95 
jobless people per opening. 
 
 
First Significant Study on Autism and Homelessness 
The first peer-reviewed study into autism and homelessness has been published, in the 
journal Autism, according to Eurekalert! Researchers found evidence suggesting that autistic adults 
are over-represented among the homeless population, and that autistic people may be at higher risk 
of becoming homeless than the general population. 
 
They have called for more research to understand the links between autism and homelessness, to 
help prevent autistic people becoming homeless, and to improve support for those who are already 
homeless. 
 
Anecdotal reports from autism clinicians and keyworkers, as well as two small studies from a few 
years ago, have suggested that there may be high numbers of autistic people in the homeless 
population. But this is the first academic research looking at this issue properly. They found that 12.3 
percent of homeless people had a range of autistic “traits” in line with diagnostic criteria. This is 
substantially higher than the general population autism prevalence of 1 percent. The 12 percent 
were not necessarily autistic, but the screening suggested that they could be. 
 
 
Charitable Giving Reaches Historical High 
Charitable giving reached an all-time high in 2017, with donor generosity cresting the $400 billion 
mark for the first time U.S. history, Fast Company reports. While about 70 percent of donations still 
come from individuals, in total, gifts from individuals, bequests, foundations, and corporations 
combined to contribute $410 billion to various causes—up 5 percent since last year, with funding for 
nearly every cause sector rising. Religion accounted for the largest share at $127.4 billion. That’s 
followed by education and human service gifts, which totaled $58.9 billion and $50.1 billion 
respectively. 
 



The larger question is whether this charitable spirit is sustainable, particularly in light of a new tax 
policy that will raise the standard deduction this year.  
  
  

 
  

The following job positions are currently open at AGRM member missions. Please 
visit www.agrm.org/careers to view full descriptions and to apply. Click here for instructions on using 
AGRM's Recruiting Center to post open positions for your mission. 
  

Biblical Pastoral Counselor: Union Gospel Mission (Spokane), Spokane, WA	
Bookkeeper: Open Door Mission, Glens Falls, NY	
Care Support Specialist: Light of Life Ministries, Inc., Pittsburgh, PA	
Case Management Specialist-JPWP / Live On Position: St. Matthews House, Naples, FL	
Case Manager for Women, Children & Families: Open Door Mission, Omaha, NE	
Chief Development Officer: Seattle's Union Gospel Mission, Seattle, WA	
Chief Operating Officer: Helping Up Mission, Inc., Baltimore, MD	
Development Associate: The Path of Citrus County, Beverly Hills, FL 	
Development Director: Home of Grace, Vancleave, MS	
Development Officer: The Rescue Mission Tacoma, Tacoma, WA	
Director of Development: Rockford Rescue Mission Ministries, Inc., Rockford, IL	
DIRECTOR of SAN FERNANDO VALLEY RESCUE MISSION: Rescue Mission Alliance, Oxnard, CA	
Donor Development Professional: Madera Rescue Mission, Madera, CA	
Donor Relations Professional: Fresno Rescue Mission, Inc., Fresno, CA	
Events Coordinator: Open Door Mission, Glens Falls, NY	
Executive Director: Jericho Road Ministries, Inc., Brooksville, FL	
Family Support Worker: Open Door Mission, Omaha, NE	
Food and Beverage Driver: San Francisco City Impact, San Francisco, CA	
Food Manager: Beacon Light Mission, Wilmington, CA	
Food Services Manager: Turlock Gospel Mission, Turlock, CA	
Grant Writer: Open Door Mission, Glens Falls, NY	
Guest Services Assistants - Full-Time & Part-Time: Seattle's Union Gospel Mission, Seattle, WA	
Health and Wellness Center Manager: San Francisco City Impact, San Francisco, CA	



HVAC Technician: Open Door Mission, Omaha, NE	
Kitchen Ministry Coordinator: Seattle's Union Gospel Mission, Seattle, WA	
Leader of Women's Addiction Recovery Centre: Union Gospel Mission, Winnipeg, MB	
Major Gifts Officer: Buffalo City Mission, Buffalo, NY	
Marketing & Digital Communications Associate: Open Door Mission, Glens Falls, NY	
Men's Center Support Worker: Open Door Mission, Omaha, NE	
Men's Transitional Living Director: Lexington Rescue Mission, Lexington, KY	
Overnight Supervisor: Hope Gospel Mission, Eau Claire, WI	
Payroll Specialist: Seattle's Union Gospel Mission, Seattle, WA	
Public Relations Manager: Seattle's Union Gospel Mission, Seattle, WA	
Recovery Services and Support Navigator: Safe Harbor, Hickory, NC	
Resident Advisors: Hope Gospel Mission, Eau Claire, WI	
Residential Coordinator_Cornerstone Manor Facility: Buffalo City Mission, Buffalo, NY	
Salesforce Data Analyst: Atlanta Mission, Atlanta, GA	
Shelter Manager: Turlock Gospel Mission, Turlock, CA	
Shelter Supervisor: Open Door Mission, Glens Falls, NY	
Shepherd's Door Program Manager: Portland Rescue Mission, Portland, OR	
Sous Chef: Open Door Mission, Omaha, NE	
Support Services Coordinator: Open Door Mission, Glens Falls, NY	
Vice President of Development: St. Matthew's House, Naples, FL	
Vice President of Recovery Programs: St. Matthew's House, Naples, FL	
Volunteer Coordinator: Open Door Mission, Glens Falls, NY	
Volunteer Coordinator | Streets Ministry: Open Door Mission, Omaha, NE	
Women's Recovery Counselor: Union Gospel Mission (Spokane), Spokane, WA 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 
Ever Present 
You make known to me the path of life; 
in your presence there is fullness of joy; 
at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. (Psalm 16:11 ESV)).  
 
 
Have you ever really enjoyed being in the presence of someone? It might have been a boyfriend or 
girlfriend. Maybe someone who always made you laugh, and you probably still look forward to 
spending time with them. 
 
The psalmist wrote that in God’s presence there is a fullness of joy for us. 
 
In the Old Testament, God dwelt in the Holy of Holies; it was where His presence was (Leviticus 
16:2). Once a year, a priest was chosen to enter there. 
 
But we read that after Jesus died on the cross, its separating veil was ripped (Matthew 27:51). 
Therefore, God no longer dwells there. 
 
We can often look for that Holy of Holies experience in our places of worship. We might walk into a 
church service and sense that God is there, which is probably true. 
 
We constantly long for that sense wherever Christians meet.  But should this be the only time that 
we sense God’s presence?  Should we really be searching for God’s presence? Or should we be 
acknowledging God’s constant presence in our lives? 
 
Jesus says that He will always be with us (Matthew 28:20) and He even sent the Holy Spirit to dwell 
in us (John 14:15-17). 
 
Instead of looking for God in a place or a special gathering, meditate on the truth that God is not 
confined to any location or event. He is ever present, whether we can “feel” Him or not. 
  
Devotional used with permission of Daily Devotionals, www.shortdailydevotions.com. 
 
To contribute: If you would like to write a devotional thought for StreetLight, please make it about 200 words and 
include at least one Bible verse or passage, and submit via email. 
back to top 

 
 
  
AGRM is a nonprofit organization committed to furthering rescue missions. AGRM provides 
limited space in "Market Street" for advertising opportunities, services, and products to 
advance the cause of rescue missions. AGRM is not responsible for the claims made by its 



advertisers and reserves the right to select or reject any advertising, in the sole discretion of 
AGRM, for any or no reason. 

PRIVACY: Protecting your privacy is very important to us at AGRM. We will not rent, sell, or 
exchange your e-mail address with a third party for any purpose. 

All Scripture quotations taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION, unless 
otherwise noted. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 International Bible Society. Used by permission of 
Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

Street Smart is sent to you as a member service of AGRM, and is published on the 1st and 15th of 
each month (unless those dates fall on a weekend or holiday). The content does not necessarily 
represent the views of or imply endorsement by AGRM. To submit items for publication, e-
mail editor@agrm.org. To unsubscribe, email unsubscribe@agrm.org. 

 
 


