
 

 

New Communications and Advertising Standards for 2021 

In the coming year, we want you to connect — really connect — with our mission and ministry members. As you know, 

progress is happening all the time at Citygate Network, and I’m reaching out to you as a trusted business member, 

advertiser, and event sponsor to remind you of a philosophical change that took place a while ago. If you adopt it too, 

you’ll likely enhance your connections with ALL of our members. 

Back when we were known as the Association of Gospel Rescue Missions (AGRM), it was understood that the words 

gospel, rescue, and mission (generally used all together) spoke to ALL of our members. While these words are still 

appreciated by today’s members, a lot of them no longer use these words to describe themselves. In fact, only one-third 

have the word rescue in their name. About two-thirds use the word mission but may not use the words gospel or rescue 

as a modifier. Another third does not associate with that nomenclature at all. We are seeing words like center, home, 

haven, shelter, and ministries more often. And we are noticing a lot of creative names popping up too. 

To be sure, a good number of our members call themselves a gospel rescue mission or rescue mission. But it is no longer 

across the board. 

While each of our members remains gospel-focused and true to their faith, their names are quickly modernizing. Even 

today, a number of our members are considering rebranding their names for a number of valid reasons. So, here is the 

bottom line: In your communications and advertisements, when you group all of our members together under the 

heading “rescue missions,” there are more and more all the time who will assume you are not talking to them. 

We strongly encourage you to embrace the term life-transformation ministries. Also, here at our office, when we do use 

the word mission, we add or ministry. Sometimes we say mission or kindred ministry. 

So, to wrap it all up, as of January 1, 2021, we will not accept advertisements, eblasts, or other communications to go 

through Citygate Network that do not meet this new standard. Please make sure to share this news with everyone in your 

office, company, or agency that creates new advertisements, schedules an eblast, or sends out communications to 

Citygate Network members. 

This change will make sure you are in touch with what’s happening around the Network and hopefully help you better 

communicate with our members going forward. 

Thank you for being such an important part of the Network! 



 

 

 


